TOWN OF SPRING GREEN
SAUK COUNTY, WISCONSIN

RESCLUTION NG, 2026- 53 apapren:_ G- 3-26 26

ARESOLUTION OPPOSING THE BELL CENTER-COHUMBIA-SUGAR CREEX-LLINOIS/WISCONSIN STATE
LINE {BECI) 765 kV TRANSBAISSION LINE PROJECT

WHEREAS, the Town of Spring Green is a town government located in Sauk County, Wiscansin, with
responsibility 10 protect the health, safety, welfare, rural character, natural respurces, agricultural lands,
local infrastriscture, and ardeshy land uie af the Tows; and

WHEREAS, Midtentingn? Grid S5lutions, 2 jpint wenture of Transaurce Energy amnd BHE Transmission, o
developing the Bell Center-Calurnbia-Sugsr Creek-linaig/\Wisconsin $ate Line [BECH) Projec, described
by the developers as apprazimately 190 miles of new singla-tirtwit 785 kilovolt tanrsmission
Infrastricture in Wiscansing and

WHERERS, publicly rsleasas preliritary earridar informatian indicates that the BECH Project &s being
evaluated thraugh 5auk Coanty, Bad ria finz| rowle has been selected; znd

WHEREAS, 1he propased Lacilities would intraduce extrashighswpltage transmission infrastructure on a
szale materially larger 1an cusloenary fucal distribution and trensmissipn failities, together with towers,
comductors, access rodles, easements, vegeiation maaagement, construction traffic, and dong-term
maintenance ob gations; and

WHERERS, potential routes through ¢ near the Town could burden produective fasmland, foress kand,
residences, farrm gperations, viewsheds, wildlife habitat, wates resources, cultural snd historic resaurces,
and the Town's rural landscape, and could Create uncom parsated or inadequately compensated effects
for affected landowners and nelghboring propesties; and

VWHEREAS, the Town Board Is concerred that the asserted regiaal benetits, cost allacation, need, lnad-
growih assumphons, reliability justfication, and reasonzble 2iternatives have fol yet been
demonsirated in 2 complete evidentizry record accessible to the Town and its residents; and

WHEREAS, Wisconsin Stat. secton 196,491 establishes the s1ate certificate peacess for highwoltage
trangsission lines and reguires the Public Service Commession of Wisconsin 1o evaluate need, public
inferest, alternatives, econamic factors, reliabllity, safety, Individual hardships, enviranmental fac1ors,
ang lang.use impacts befeoe approving 3 project; and

WHEBEAS, local grvernmients and ressdents must receive timely, meaningful opporissites (o examine
route altermathees, underlying studies, propecty and sgricufiuzal impacts, ervirgnmental infprmation,
construction plans, and ralepayer corsequendes before decisions eosme irreversibie; and



WHERERS, the Town Baard finds that evaidence of the Tewn is The mast effective means of preventing
the slentifed local harms and peeserving the Town's land-use paiorities d commisnity character; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board, after consideration of the interests of 1he Tewn and its residenis,
determines that it is in the public interess 1o state its opposition clearly and at the earlisst practichbie
stage of project development.

HOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Boand of the Town of Spring Gréeen, Sauk Dounty,
Wiscansin, =5 Tollews:

1. Fermal opposition, The Town Board formaldy opposes the BECI 765 kV Transmission Ling Projeqt a5
presently proposed and opposes the location of any BECI transelssion Iine, tower, aceesd raad, staging
areq, or relater faclity within the Town of Franklin,

2. Request for denlal, The Town Board respectiully reguesis that the Public Service Commission of
Wisconsin deny any application for s Cerfificate of Fublic Corveniance and Mecessity for the BECHE Project
unless the applicant prowes, on 3 compleie and transparent record, every tequiremesnt of Wasconsin kaw,
including that the projéct is necded, is in the pullic interest, and Is superior 2o reasonable lowei-impact
Alternelives. The Tawn's predent positsn & that thase showings have ngs been made,

3. Avaidanee if review proceeds, If state o1 reginnal review of the BECE Pegiect proceeds
rgtwith1ardizg 1his appositian, the Town requests that all propesed rovtes and assoaated facilies
avole the Town of Franki'n ang at applicants praaditize exisling utility and transpartation cosridors, oo~
Ipcation, systesn cpgrades, demand-side measures, Slarage, generation aternatives, and other options
that recuce new land gisturbance and community iMaass.

4. Full disclosure and eonsultation. The Town requests promgs disclosure of detailed route maps,
siriciure Jesigns and heights. right-of-way widths, accest and eonatruction plans, need and cost-beaeht
studies, Wiscons:n satepayer Impacts, agncultural and property-impact analyses, erviranmentzl studies,
and 3. reasanably availatle alternatives, The Town further reguests direct caasultation betore any route
is adwanced through or adacent to the Town.

5, Protection of participation rights, The Yown Clerk and Toswn Chair are authorized to monitor projest
notices and regulatony filings, submit this Resolution to the project Sevalopers and reviewing agensies,
reguest placement on 3l 3pplicable notice and stakeholder lists, ang take reasonabie adrrinistrative
steps 1o preserve the Town's ppportunity ta comment, intervene, or ptherwise participaze. Ary
expendilu-e, seteation of profeasional services, or subilantive filiag beyond transmittal of this Resplution
remaing suliect to separaie Tawn Board authorization.

6. Distribxitiof. The Town Clark shall transmit a certidfied eopy of this Resalution to Midtontinent Grig
safutons, Transdudrce Enesgy, BHE Transmission, the Public S&rvice Commission af \Wisconsin, the
Wasconrsin Depatmens of Natura: Rescurces, MISD, the 3auk County Board Chiir and County Clerk, and
e Town's state Jegslatee delegahion, and may transmit it to other afiecied Incal peveraments and
bnserested agencies.



7. Effiective date. This Resolutian shall take effect imemediaely upon adopton.

Adopted by the Town Board af the Tova of Spring Green, Sauk County, Witennsin, 8t & duly rotioed

putlic mesting hetd an <1~ 3-2026 L wmgé,
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