
RESOLUTTON NO. 26 - 0 a

A Resolution Stating the Opposition ofthe Village of Cazenovia, Bichland & Sauk Counties,
wisconsin, to rhe proposed BECr 765-Kitovott Er.ectric Transmission Line project

WHEREAS, Midcontinent Grid Sotutions (MGS) - a jointventure of Transource Energy and
BHE Transmission - is proposing the construction of a 765-kilovott electric transmission
tine extending from Be[[ Center, Wisconsin to the lllinois/Wiscons in state [ine, commonly
referred to as the BECI Project (Bett Center-Colum bia-Suga r Creekll/Wl State Line), and
identified as part of MISO'S Long-Range Transmission ptan, Tranche 2.1 ; and

WHEREAS, untitSeptember 2024, MISO Tranche 2- 1 ptanningmapsavoidedtheDrifttess
Area, favoring a more nonherty route through Xcel Energy territory; in the three months
between September and Decemiler 2024, a route through the centrat Driftless Area was
adopted instea d; and

WHEREAS, the proposed BECI Project route is intended to traverse areas in Richtand &
Sauk Co u nties, Wiscons;n, inctuding iands adjacent to the ViLtage of Cazenovia; and

WHEREAS, the Vitlage of Cazenovja is iocated within rhe Driftless Area, a region
characterized bysteep a nd fragite topogra phy, karstgeoLogy, cotd-water streams,
productive a gricultu ra I [a nds, exten sive tim ber reso u rces, a nd la ndsca pes th at a re

unusuallysensitiveto disturbancefrom large-scale linearinfrastructure; and

WHEREAS, transmission iines of the 765-kilovott ctass require wide permanent
easements, tatl structures, and ongoing vegetation management that result in substantiat
grouncl disturilance and may adversely affectwiLdlife tlehavior, nesting success, migratory
patterns, and the ecologlcaI integriry of protected andsensitiveareas; and

WHEREAS, the construction and permanent presence of a 765-kitovott tra nsm iss ion [ine

may result in measurable reductions in property values for affected and adjacent
[andowners dueto vis ua I intrusion, timitations on land use within easements, loss of
privacy and rural. character, and perceived safety risks; and

WHEREAS, reductions in assessed property vatues or changes in land ctassification
associated with the proposed transmission corridor may lead to tong-term toss of property

tax reven ue for th e ViLta ge of Cazenovia , sh ifting th e tax bu rden to other residents a nd

constra in ing the Vitlage's abitity to fund essentia I locaL services and infrastructure; and



wHEREAS, the proposed BEcr project woutd require permanent ctearing and perpetuat
maintenance of a broad transmission right-of-way, resutting in the iffeversibte loss of
productive timbertand, forest habitat, and associated ecologicat, economic, and carbon-
sequestration benefits; an d

WHEREAS, the scenic btuff tands, river corridors, forested landscapes, and undevetoped
rural character ofthe Drifttess Area are essentiat to tourism, outdoor recreation, and
associated [ocaI business activity, and the introduction of targe-scate transmission
inf rastructure may substantialty diminish tourism appealand resutt in [ong-term economic
tosses to the Vittage and surrounding region; and

WHEREAS, residents, landowners, and the etectorate of the Vittage of Cazenovia have
expressed significant concern regarding the cumutative envjronmentat, agricutturat,
economic, scenic, and property-related impacts associated with the proposed BECI
Project; and

WHEREAS, the Viltage Board has a responsibility to represent the interests, wetfare, and
expressed concerns ofthe electorate and to communicate those concerns to state
regutatory authorities;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE lT RESOLVED, that the Vittage Board of Cazenovia, Richtand &
Sauk Counties, Wisconsin, on behatf of its electorate, formallystates its opposition to the
proposed BECI 765-kitovo[t tra nsmission project as currently proposed, due to the
exceptional sensitivity of the Drifttess Area and the unacceptabte potentiaI impacts on

witdtife habitat, natural resources, agricutturaI and timber [ands, property values, the
Vittage's tax base, tourism revenues, and overa[[ community character; and

BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the ViLLage Board respectfutty requests that the Pubtic

Service Commission of Wisconsin give ca refuI a nd deliberate consideration to the unique

environmentat, geologic, economic, and cuttural characteristics of the DriftLess Area and

the formaI concerns of affected local governments and residents during its review of the
BECI Project; and

BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resotution be entered into the officiat records of the

Mtlage of Cazenovia a nd transmitted to:

. The Public Service Commission of Wisconsin

. Midcontinent Grid Sotutions; Transource Energy, LLC; BHE Transmission

o Richtand & Sauk County off iciats

r Tony Kunz, 51 * Assembty District & Sarah Keyeski, 1 4'n StateSenate District



BOARDACTION: This resotution wasadopted bya recorded vote ot {a - !-ata duty
noticed meeting of the Vittage Board hetd on Wednesday, Septem ber 9,2026.

ADoPTED thisltt aavot Selth^ft( 
- 

2oz6.vtLLAGEoF cAzENovtA,
RICHLAND & SAUK COUNTIES, WISCONSIN

Jeffrey Even, President

Rita Butin, Clerk/f reasurer


